
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 June 2,  1993 
 
MEMORANDUM                                    GMP #27 
 
To:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 

Envi r onment al  Heal t h Manager s 
Envi r onment al  Heal t h Super vi sor s 
Envi r onment al  Heal t h Speci al i st s 

 
Fr om:  Di schar ge Regul at i ons Task For ce 
 
Thr ough:  Rober t  W.  Hi cks,  Di r ect or  

Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 
 
SUBJECT:  Enf or cement  of  10/ 10 ef f l uent  st andar ds 

Di schar ge- Enf or cement - 10/ 10 l i mi t s 
 

I n t he i mpl ement at i on of  t he Al t er nat i ve Di schar gi ng Sewage 
Tr eat ment  Regul at i ons f or  Si ngl e Fami l y Dwel l i ngs ( Regul at i ons)  
quest i ons have been r ai sed r egar di ng enf or cement  of  t he ef f l uent  
l i mi t at i ons f or  syst ems t hat  ar e r equi r ed t o be desi gned t o meet  
10/ 10 l i mi t s ( 10 mg/ l  suspended sol i ds and BOD5) .   Speci f i cal l y,  
many have asked whet her  we wi l l  enf or ce t he 10/ 10 l i mi t s i n t he 
act ual  oper at i on of  syst ems,  and whet her  t he Regul at i ons gi ve t he 
Depar t ment  t he aut hor i t y t o do so.   Thi s gui dance i s i nt ended t o 
est abl i sh t he Depar t ment ' s pol i cy f or  enf or cement  of  10/ 10 
st andar ds.  
 

Thr oughout  t he Regul at i ons,  t her e ar e numer ous r ef er ences t o 
t he ef f l uent  l i mi t at i ons of  t he Gener al  Per mi t  ( e. g.  § § 2. 25,  
and 2. 28) .   Sect i on 3. 5 st at es t hat  al l  syst ems oper at ed under  
t hese Regul at i ons shal l  meet  t he ef f l uent  l i mi t at i ons set  f or t h 
by t he St at e Wat er  Cont r ol  Boar d i n t he Gener al  Per mi t  ( 30 mg/ l  
suspended sol i ds and BOD5) .   I t  i s  c l ear  t hat  t he Depar t ment  has 
aut hor i t y onl y t o enf or ce t he ef f l uent  l i mi t s est abl i shed i n t he 
Gener al  Per mi t .   Ther ef or e,  onl y t hose ef f l uent  l i mi t s t hat  ar e 
speci f i cal l y i ncl uded i n t he Gener al  Per mi t  wi l l  be enf or ced as 
performance standards.    
 

The 10/ 10 r equi r ement  i s a design standard est abl i shed i n 
t he Regul at i ons ( § 3. 7. C)  t o r equi r e addi t i onal  t r eat ment  beyond 
t hat  r equi r ed by t he Gener al  Per mi t .   Thi s r equi r ement  i s 
i nt ended t o r educe t he pot ent i al  f or  publ i c heal t h and nui sance 
pr obl ems associ at ed wi t h di schar ges t o dr y di t ches and 
i nt er mi t t ent  st r eams.  
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Enforcement action i s  t o be t aken onl y when vi ol at i ons of  
t he Gener al  Per mi t  and ot her  oper at i onal  f act or s show t hat  t her e 
i s a publ i c heal t h or  envi r onment al  r i sk.   As wi t h al l  syst ems 
gover ned under  t hese Regul at i ons,  cor r ect i ve act i ons shoul d f i r st  
addr ess oper at i onal  pr obl ems.   I f  changes i n desi gn or  
const r uct i on ar e r equi r ed t o obt ai n compl i ance wi t h t he Gener al  
Per mi t ,  t hese const r uct i on or  desi gn changes must  be designed t o 
pr oduce an ef f l uent  qual i t y of  10/ 10 or  bet t er .  
 

Enf or cement  act i on i nvol v i ng 10/ 10 syst ems shoul d be 
i ni t i at ed and accompl i shed i n t he same manner  as any enf or cement  
act i on under  t he Regul at i ons ( § 2. 5) .   I f  t he r esul t s of  i nf or mal  
or  f or mal  t est i ng,  or  ot her  i nvest i gat i ons,  show t hat  syst ems 
desi gned f or  10/ 10 ar e oper at i ng i n compl i ance wi t h t he Gener al  
Per mi t ,  but  ar e not  meet i ng t he 10/ 10 desi gn st andar d,  i t  i s  
appr opr i at e t o document t hi s,  and t o not i f y t he owner  i n wr i t i ng 
wi t h a copy t o Techni cal  Ser vi ces.  
 

The above pol i cy was devel oped by t he Di schar ge Regul at i ons 
Task For ce.  
 
pc:  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 

Cal  M.  Sawyer ,  Ph. D.  


